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This book explores the complex interactions between debt
and austerity, analysing the social, economic, and legal
implications of governments’ responses to the 2008
financial crisis.

‘As problems of debt and overindebtedness loom large in
the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic, this rich and
interdisciplinary collection of essays provides timely insights
into the theoretical, policy and practical issues in addressing
problems of debt and low income in contemporary society.’
- lain Ramsay, University of Kent, UK

‘As low and moderate-income households become ever more dependent on debt to survive this
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historic COVID-19 pandemic, this book identifies the real culprits who have made these debt
burdens grow faster than they should have. The authors show how austerity is leading to the
opposite of its intended outcome as privatized troubles become public burdens. Laying the

groundwork for targeted debt forgiveness, these accomplished scholars offer a pathway out of

the crisis into a more prosperous and just future.

— Frederick F. Wherry, Princeton University, US and Founding Director, The Dignity and Debt

Network
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